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In the City of Ember, there is no sun. The street lights 

provide the only  light   outside  of  the apartments and stores. 

The lights in the street turn off at night. The outside is as dark 

as wearing a blindfold. During the day, sometimes the lights 

turn off and life in the city of Ember stops.

When you are 12 years old, school ends in Ember. The last 

day you go to school is called Assignment Day. It is Assignment 

Chapter 1

Assignment Day

Adapted: The City of Ember1
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day in the year 241 and the 12 year olds were about to learn 

what their job would be. In the last row of the classroom sat 

Lina Mayfleet. She was a slender girl. With her finger, she 

twisted her long, dark hair. Her socks slid down her ankles 

because they were loose. Lina tapped her feet on the floor 

softly.

In front of Lina was a boy named Doon. He was 

concentrating very hard. His dark, thick hair was messy like it
2



The City of Ember is dark when the lights go out.
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had not been combed in a while. His clothes were very old. 

Doon’s eyebrows made him look serious and angry.

The students sat in their seats until the mayor visited their 

classroom. We all knew some jobs were great jobs, good jobs, 

and bad jobs. The greenhouse helper or messenger were great 

jobs. Supply Depot Clerk was a good job. Pipework laborer or
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trash sifter were bad jobs. The mayor stressed every job was 

very important. 

When he asked who wanted to go first, my best friend 

Lizzie jumped up. She pulled out her piece of paper and opened 

it up. “Supply Depot Clerk,” Lizzie read. This was a good but 

boring job. Lizzie would sit at a long counter and take orders 

from store owners. Then she would send a carrier to get the 

items. 

?
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The next student picked Electrician’s helper. Lina heard 

Doon breathe hard behind her. That was a rare job. Before 

Lina’s turn, two good jobs and two great jobs had already been 

picked. On her turn, Lina pulled out her piece of paper and 

unfolded it. Written on the paper it said ‘Pipeworks laborer’. 

Lina just stared at her paper.

The City of Ember is dark when the lights go out.
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Doon went last. He wanted to be an Electrician's helper. He 

loved experiments and wanted to help the city. Electrician’s 

helper would have been the perfect job to help the city and be a 

hero. He marched up to the front and pulled out the last piece of 

paper. Doon was very mad at his assignment, so he threw it on 

the floor. Doon’s job was messenger. “Bad behavior!” cried the 

mayor. The mayor’s eyes bulged and his face darkened. “Go to 

your seat immediately! Disgraceful! Students should be glad
6



to work for their city. All citizens do their best.” 

Doon was upset. He yelled back that Ember was in trouble, 

“Everything  is  getting  worse  and  worse!  We  are  running 

out  of  materials  like  lightbulbs.”  The  mayor  did  not  like 

this  and  said  he  would remember  Doon.  While  Lina  was 

walking  home,  Doon  ran  up  to  her.  He  asked  Lina  if  she 

would    trade    jobs    with  him.  He  wanted  to  make  a 

difference.  Lina  wanted  to  run  around  the  city  of  Ember

?
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as a messenger. She was very excited!

The City of Ember is dark when the lights go out.
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As Lina walked home, she looked at the lights along the 

street. Lina was thinking about what Doon said. She had heard 

other people say that Ember might run out of lightbulbs. If that 

happened, it would always be dark outside! Doon and Lina were 

friends when they were younger. One day when everyone was 

playing, Lina tried to climb a pole and fell. She laughed and 

everybody else laughed too. Nobody could climb the pole.

Chapter 2

A Message to the 

Mayor

Adapted: The City of Ember9



Lina was a messenger and this made her happy.
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Doon tried to climb the pole and climbed higher than 

everybody. But he fell too. When everybody laughed, Doon was 

angry. Doon and Lina were not friends anymore.

Lina  had  to  help  Granny  remember  that  it  was 

Assignment  Day. When Granny did remember, her eyes lit up. 

Granny slapped her hand down on the counter and cried out

10
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“Messenger, that’s a grand job! You’ll be good at it.” The first 

floor of Lina’s home was a shop run by her Granny. Lina, her 

Granny, and her baby sister Poppy all lived upstairs. Poppy was 

a year and a half old. Lina’s father died almost 2 years ago from 

the coughing sickness. Then her mom died when Poppy was 

born.

It  was  a  small  apartment.  It  only  had four rooms. The 

apartment was very cluttered. It had enough junk to fill 
11



20  rooms!  There  were  things  in  the  apartment  that 

belonged to Lina‘s parents, her grandparents, and even her 

great grandparents. People of Ember did not throw things away 

very they might reuse. Lina sat down on her couch. Poppy sat 

next to her with a snack. 

Lina looked at the walls. Among the many things decorating 

the walls were pictures that she had drawn, of a shining city 

where the lights were always on. She's only seen the place in
12
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her imagination, but she's convinced that it's a real place. Lina 

looked down at Poppy. Lina was very excited to start as a 

messenger the next day. Lina was very happy.

The next day her job started. There were four rules for the 

messengers. Captain Fleery told Lina the rules. 1: when a 

customer gives you a message, repeat it back to make sure you

Lina was a messenger and this made her happy.
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have it right. 2: always wear your red jacket so people can 

identify you. 3: go as fast as possible. Your customers pay 20 

cents  for  every  message;  and  4: deliver  a message only to 

the person it’s meant for, no one else.

Lina left to go find her first message. Soon a man stopped 

her. “This goes to Ravenet Parsons, 18 Silverton Square”, he 

said. “Bend down.” She bent down.  “My  stove  is  broke,  don’t 

come for dinner. Repeat.” 
14
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Lina’s next message was a little confusing. Her old teacher 

stopped her and asked her to bring a message to Annisette

Lafrond.” Her teacher said “My confidence in you has been 

seriously diminished since I heard about the disreputable 

activities in which you engaged on Thursday last. Please 

repeat.” This message was hard to remember.

That first morning Lina had 19 customers. It was a lot of 

fun getting to explore the city. In the afternoon, a young man 
15
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walked up to Lina with a message. He did not walk like most 

people.  He  looked  like  he  was  dragging  his  leg  with  him. 

He  had  a    long    neck   and  his   teeth  were   very   big.   He   

had  black  bushy  hair  that  was  very  messy.  He  had a 

message  for  the  mayor.  His  message  was,  “Delivery  at 

eight.  From Looper. Repeat it back.”

Lina was a messenger and this made her happy.
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Lina went straight to the mayor at the Gathering Hall. 

There were many offices in the Gathering Hall and many jobs 

too. The assistant guard brought Lina to the Reception Room. 

“Wait here please,” he said. “The mayor is in the basement 

office   on  private  business.  He  will  be  up  shortly.” After a 

few minutes, the guard came back and asked, “What is the 

message?” Lina reminds the guard of her rules and the guard 

left again. 
17
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While she waited she looked at all of the different mayors. 

Their pictures were on the wall. The seventh mayor was her 

great great grandfather. He was Granny’s grandfather. Lina also 

thought about the town clock. It was a person’s job to wind the 

clock. If someone forgot to wind the clock and the time would 

be wrong. If the time was wrong then no one would know if it 

was   day   or   night   and  time  would  be  lost.  It could be 

year 241 or could be year 250.
18
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Lina was bored. She went exploring and went up a staircase 

in the back of the room. Lina went onto the roof and walked to 

the edge. She looked over and could see all of Ember below. The 

people below could see her. Lina waved and danced. Then the 

head guard opened the door behind her. 

His name was Redgrave Stabmark. He was mad. He scolded

Lina was a messenger and this made her happy.
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Lina for being on the roof. He marched her back down to the 

Reception Room. The mayor was waiting and he scolded Lina 

too. The guard asked if he should put Lina in jail for two days. 

Lina whispered the message into the mayor’s ear. The mayor let 

Lina leave. As she left, she walked right past Doon. Doon was 

wet, dirty, and tired. Lina did not see him. 

Lina was a messenger and this made her happy.
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Doon woke up and got ready for his first day under Ember. 

He was excited to use what he had learned in school, from his 

dad,  and  through  his  own  investigations. When he arrived at 

work he pushed open the heavy pipeworks door and stepped 

inside. 

The air smelled like damp and moldy rubber. Doon thought 

the smell was interesting; he liked it. In the locker room, there

Chapter 3

Under Ember

Adapted: The City of Ember21
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were a lot of people getting ready. Their uniform was knee-high 

rubber boots and yellow raincoats. Everyone had a tool belt that 

they buckled around their waists.

Lister Munk was Doon’s boss. He welcomed Doon and 

helped him find found a medium uniform. The boots were green 

rubber and cracked all over like spiderwebs. The boots were 

really old. They could not throw much away in Ember. In Doon’s 

tool belt he had wrenches and hammers. He had tubes of some
22
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sort of black goop and spools of wire and tape.

Doon was introduced to Arlin. She was an expert 

pipeworker so she would teach Doon. She was short and looked 

delicate. She had a white and blonde braid down her back. 

Arlin and Doon walked through a door that said “stairway” 

and went down the stairs. As they walked down the stairs a 

loud whoosh noise got louder and louder. It was very dark but

Doon wants to find a way to save the City of Ember
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There  were  little   lights  on  the  ceiling.  When  they  got to 

the bottom of the stairs, they opened the door. Doon learned 

what was making the sound. 

He  had  heard  about  the  river  under  Ember  but  had 

never seen it. The river was as wide as a street. Arlin and Doon 

walked along the river to find tunnel 97. All along the way, they 

walked past many more tunnels. One of Doon’s tools was a map. 

The map looked like a picture of a centipede. The river looked

24



Adapted: The City of Ember

like the body of the centipede. All of the little legs were actually 

the tunnels.

On the map, it showed the same thing Doon learned in 

school.  North  was  the  direction  the  river  flows.  The 

greenhouses were in the south. Doon’s old school was in the 

east. There is not much to the  west,  just  the  dark   unknown. 

As Arlin and Doon walked, they passed a big double door. Doon 

wondered out loud, “Where do those doors go?”

25
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“The generator room,”  Arlin told    him,  “but no one is allowed 

in there without permission.”

Doon and Arlin found   tunnel 97 and she showed him how 

to   fix the   pipe. It took almost all morning. Doon now knew 

the city  was  in  even  worse  shape  than  he’d  suspected.  The  

lights were about to fail and the supplies were running out. The 

water system kept breaking. He thought to himself, “Would

Doon wants to find a way to save the City of Ember
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anybody do anything to save the city?”

When they finished fixing the pipe, Arlin told Doon to stay 

behind while she left to go eat with her friends. Doon went to 

explore. He found the generator room and snuck inside. The 

generator looked like a humongous dirty motor. It made a lot of 

noise and he was worried the generator would break. Doon was 

very scared for Ember. 

As a kid Doon was very curious. He liked to take things

27
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apart and put them back together, invent new items, and do 

experiments. Electricity made him very curious; it was still a 

puzzle  to  him.  Before  Doon  left  work  that  day,  he  saw a 

generator worker and asked him about the noise. The worker 

told Doon that the generator was getting worse. He said, “It 

keeps breaking more and more often.” Doon left work that 

afternoon feeling both sad and mad. 

Doon wants to find a way to save the City of Ember
28
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Doon usually visited his dad’s store of random small things, 

but instead, he went straight upstairs. Upstairs in their 

apartment, Doon walked to the couch. He had to move extra 

junk from the store off of the seat. There was always extra junk 

from the store in the apartment. 

“This job is useless. Pipeworker is even worse than 

messenger!” Doon said to his shoe as he pulled it off his foot. He 

felt so angry! He threw his shoe at the door. 

29
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Doink! 

His dad walked in right then. The shoe missed the  door  

and hit   his  dad  in  the  face.  His dad reminded him that his 

anger has unexpected outcomes. Doon apologized and then told 

his dad about his bad day. 

Doon’s dad tried to cheer him up. He asked him how his pet 

caterpillar was doing. Doon had been studying a caterpillar for 

five days. He had a notebook where he made drawings and

30
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notes of all of the bugs that he finds in Ember. “Dad, I want to 

do  more  than  study   bugs!”

Doon wants to find a way to save the City of Ember
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Lina had been a messenger for almost a month. One day 

when she came home from work, Granny was tearing apart the 

couch. There were cushions and stuffing everywhere. Lina was 

worried. She looked around and could not find Poppy. “Where is 

Poppy?” Lina asked Granny. “She’s right over there.” Granny 

told Lina. Poppy was not right over there. Lina went downstairs 

and found Poppy in the store.

Chapter 4: Part a

Something Lost, 

Nothing Found

Adapted: The City of Ember32
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Lina  was  very  mad  at  Granny.  Granny  was  very 

forgetful.  Sometimes   she   forgot  her  age  and  would think 

she  was  young  again.  Today  she  was  remembering  the  

time   when   her   grandfather   was   the   mayor.   Granny’s 

grandfather was the seventh mayor of Ember. Granny says, 

when  he  died  he  told  everyone  around  his  bed  a  message.  

“I  could  not  get  it. Now  it  is  lost.”  Granny  wants to find

Granny cannot remember what is lost.
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what the seventh mayor said was lost.

Granny cannot remember what is lost.

34



The next day Lina had a message to take to the greenhouse. 

There were five greenhouses in Ember. The first time Lina went 

to the greenhouses was with her dad before he died. He worked 

there with Clary. She was a strong woman who was very nice 

and gentle. The greenhouses provide all of the food for Ember.

On the way to the greenhouses, Lina passed the trash 

heaps. When Lina was a kid there were no trash sifters. She

Chapter 4: Part b

Message to the 

Greenhouse

Adapted: The City of Ember35
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used to explore the trash heaps and look for cool things people 

threw out. Now trash shifter is a job. Now people have to pass 

guards to get into the junkyard. “I wonder if Ember is running 

out of materials.” Lina thinks.

Lina found Clary in the first greenhouse and delivered the 

message, ‘I want four crates added to my order, two of potatoes 

and two of cabbage.” There was a problem. Clary could not fill 

the man’s order. Clary said, “The potatoes are sick, Lina. They
36
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are slimy on the inside.”

It was time to  leave  so  Clary  walked  Lina out. On the 

way, Lina heard a man crying but Clary told her to leave so 

Clary could  help  him.  Lina  hid  instead  of  leaving. The man 

appeared and he was shaking and scared. He told Clary that he 

just returned from the dark unknown. “I couldn’t see anything. 

Nothing. It was completely black. There is nothing there to help

Ember is in trouble, so people look for help.
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us. Just sharp rocks!”

Lina  could  see his hands were scraped and red with blood. 

Clary tried to  help  the man through the door and Lina forgot 

she was hiding. She jumped out and held the door. Clary was 

nice to the man before sending him home.

Before Lina left, Clary gave her a bean plant. “Something in 

the seed knows how to make a bean plant. It knows because it 

has life in it.” Clary began to tell Lina. 

38



Adapted: The City of Ember

“But  where  does  life  come  from?  What  is  life?  To  

make  a  light  turn  on  I  have  to  plug  it  in.  Then  it  comes 

alive, it lights up. But that is from electricity. A bean plant 

doesn’t  need  to  be  plugged  in.   It  has   life    inside  

somehow. The  Builders  made  the  city.  But  where  did  the  

Builders  of  the  city  of  Ember  come  from?”  

This  made  Lina curious. Then she told Clary about her 

dream of another city. The city with white buildings. A city that 

39
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was shiny. A city with light.

Ember is in trouble, so people look for help.
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Granny’s memory was getting worse and worse. Lina asked 

their neighbor Mrs. Murdo to help out. Mrs. Murdo started 

spending more time with Granny and Poppy. She kept the house 

tidy and was very helpful. It was a Thursday, so it was Lina’s 

day off. People of Ember between the ages of 12 to 15 got every 

Thursday off.

Lina used her day off to go to the market and get turnips.

Chapter 5

On Night Street

Adapted: The City of Ember41
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While Lina was in line, she overheard a discussion about 

colored  pencils  at  a  nearby  store.  Lina  started  to  

remember  drawing  when  she  was  younger.  She  loved  to 

draw  as  a  kid.  Now  she  only  had  a  plain  pencil  at  home 

and  it  was  starting  to  get  very  short.  Lina  really  wanted 

one of the colored pencils.

The blackouts in Ember were getting worse.
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After  Lina  had  paid  for  her  turnips,  she  walked  home 

to  get  Poppy.  Poppy  rode  piggyback  on  Lina  to  the  store 

with  the  colored  pencils.  Lina  walked  past  workers  stirring 

the washing machines. The machines used to work, but none 

worked anymore. 

Then she saw the man from the greenhouse that had gone 

to the dark unknown. There was a crowd around him. He was 

shouting  about  the  dark unknown. She heard people saying, 
43
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“He has gone mad,” and “He is crazy.” Lina hurried past.

Lina found the store, looked around and pushed the door open. 

When she pushed open the door, a man named Looper came out. 

He  had   black   hair   with  big   teeth   and  a  long neck.

Looper was the same man who gave her a message to 

deliver to the mayor on her first day.  Lina  told  him  why she 

was there so he showed her a small box. The box was filled with 

a dozen colored pencils.
44
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“How much are they?” Lina asked.

“Probably too much for you,” the man   told   her.  

“Probably not,” said Lina, “I have a job.”

“Good, good,” the man said smiling again. “No need to take 

offense.” He picked up a pencil and twirled it around. “Each 

pencil is five dollars.” Five dollars! For certain, you could buy a 

coat – it will be an old, patched coat, but still warm. “That’s too 

much!” Lina said.
45
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She stares at the pencils. She really wants one. In Ember 

the buildings and roads are grey. The sky is black. The color of 

the clothes  are  faded.  They  are  either  gray and blue,  or  

gray and green, or gray and red. Lina picks blue and green. She 

hands over ten dollars and is so excited to use her new pencils. 

She  looks  to  grab  Poppy but sees she is gone!

Lina ran out of the store and down the street. She shouted

The blackouts in Ember were getting worse.
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“Poppy! Poppy?” As she turned her head to yell again the 

lights went out. Ember was having a blackout. Lina can’t see 

anything. Where was Poppy? Was she safe? When will the lights 

come back on? Will they ever come back on?

Lina was worried. She fell to the ground and held her knees 

close. She was about to cry and started to whisper, “Please 

lights come back on. Please!”

The blackouts in Ember were getting worse.
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Then the lights flickered. Then the lights came back on. The 

street looked like  a  paused   movie  for  a  moment,  then 

everyone began to move. Quickly they rushed home in case the 

lights turned off again.

Lina began to look for Poppy again. As people rushed past, 

she asked “Did you see a little girl walking by herself just 

before the lights went out? Green jacket with a hood?” But no 

one had seen her. Nammy Proggs, an old woman, scolded Lina

48
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for not watching a baby better. Then Lina heard someone 

behind her say “A baby with a green jacket?”

“Yes!” Lina  shouted  and  ran.  The  voice  came  out of a 

store of random small things. It was Doon and Poppy was 

holding his hand. Lina ran up, and picked up  Poppy.  She was so 

happy that Poppy was safe. “Thank you, Doon! Thank you.” 

Then Lina and Poppy hurried home.

The blackouts in Ember were getting worse.
49



The next day Lina expected the people of Ember to talk 

about the blackout. She was surprised by how quiet people 

were. At work all the messengers carried the same message. 

‘Seven minutes.’ This was twice as long as the longest blackout 

ever before. As  Lina   worked    she    saw  a  big  notice posted:

Chapter 6

The Box in the 

Closet

Adapted: The City of Ember50
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The next day at the Townhall meeting it was very crowded. 

There was only a little bit of room to move and people were 

close together. Poppy stayed home with Granny because it was 

not safe at the meeting for a toddler. The mayor came out when 

the town clock rang out six times.

As  the mayor  made   his   speech  people  yelled  out  they 

couldn’t hear  him.  Eventually  the  people  that  could  hear  

him  turned  and  told  the  people  behind  them  what  he  was
51
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saying. The mayor told everyone they had solutions to the 

problems of the city of Ember.

The crowd had begun to chant, “What solutions?” As the 

crowd got louder, people started to push. Lina got scared from 

people pushing her so she wiggled her way to the back. People 

were big. People were pushing. People were yelling. People 

were mad. It was very scary, so Lina ran from the crowd.

The people of Ember were afraid the city was dying.
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The mayor was scared too. The guards helped him leave. 

The  crowd  started  throwing  trash  and  rocks  at  his stage. 

Doon and his father fought their way out of the crowd too. The 

mayor’s speech made Doon angry.

Doon’s father tried to calm him down again. He said, “The 

trouble with anger is, it gets hold of you. Then you are not the 

master of yourself anymore. Anger is the master. Once anger is 

the boss, you get…”

53
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“Unintended consequences” said Doon. His father told him, 

“That’s right. You have accidents that you did not want. Like 

hitting your father in the ear with a shoe.”

Lina   ran  back home. As she ran, she heard people talking. 

Their voices shook with anger and fear. At home, Granny had 

made another mess. All of the coats and other closet things 

were thrown around the living room. “I should have looked in

The people of Ember were afraid the city was dying.
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here a long time ago,” Granny said. “This is where it would be, 

of course. You should see what’s in here!” called Granny.

Earlier  that  day,  the  closet  was  filled  to  the  top.  If 

you  pulled  on   one  thing,  many  more  things   would   fall   

out.  Lina  looked  around  for  Poppy.  Poppy  was  sitting  in 

the  middle  of  the  big  mess.  She  was  playing  with  a   

small,  dark  and  shiny  box.  The  lid  of  the  box  was  open. 

She was chewing on some crumpled paper. She also had paper
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in her hands and was tearing it. Lina picked one piece up. It was 

covered with small, perfect printing.

The people of Ember were afraid the city was dying.
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The note had writing on it. The writing looked too perfect 

to be by a human or anyone in Ember. It must have been printed 

by the builders. Poppy tore the note very badly. There was a big 

piece with many holes. Lying all around it were many small 

pieces. Lina put the note back together like a puzzle. Some 

pieces were missing because Poppy chewed them up. They were 

too  wet  and  soggy  to  read.

Chapter 7

A Message Full of 

Holes
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Lina   found   important   instructions.
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The note was very hard to read. Lina’s heart raced, she was 

excited. She, or Poppy, had found something that was 

important. Something that could help Ember. Lina wanted to 

solve the puzzle, but she would need help. She decided to tell 

Captain Fleery.

At  work  Lina  asked  the  captain  to  come  to  her house  

to  look  at  the  note.  Captain  Fleery agreed  and  later that  

day  she  visited  Lina’s  home.  She  looked  at  the  note
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and told Lina it was nothing important. 

Instead  of  trying  to  solve  the  puzzle,  Captain Fleery

told Lina that the Builders had a plan and would save them. 

Captain Fleery was one of the Believers that sang songs in the 

streets. Now Lina knew what the Believers were singing about. 

The Believers thought that the Builders had a plan to save 

Ember. Everyone should wait for the plan to begin.

Lina   found   important   instructions.
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The  captain  gave  Lina  the  rest  of  the  day  off.  Lina 

used  her  time  to  go  to  the  supply  depot.  There  were  long 

lines  there.  People  were  asking  for  supplies,  but  the 

workers kept  saying, “We are all out of that.” If they had some 

items  left  they  would  said,  “You  can  only  have  one.”  The 

store rooms were getting empty.

When Granny was a student, she visited the storerooms on 

a school field trip. There she tasted pineapple. Lina had never 
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tasted or even seen a pineapple. The rooms that Granny saw 

were filled with things for Ember. All of it was almost gone 

now. Ember was running out of supplies.

Lina found her friend Lizzie. Lizzie was the first student in 

her class to  pick  a  job  on  Assignment Day. Lina asked Lizzie 

to help her solve the note. Lizzie agreed and walked home with 

Lina after work. Lizzie liked to talk a lot. As they walked, Lizzie

Lina   found   important   instructions.
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told Lina all about her job in the store rooms. Lina asked, “Is it 

true, are we running out of light bulbs?”

“I don’t know. Only the mayor and my boss see that 

report.” Lizzie kept talking about how lucky Lina was to be a 

messenger. When they got home Lina showed Lizzie the note. 

Lizzie  did  not  stop  talking.  Instead  of  helping  Lina,  she 

told  Lina  about  a  woman  at  work  who  had  fancy 

handwriting.  Lina  wondered  why  she  thought  Lizzie  could
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help. Lina needed to find someone else.

After Lizzie left, Lina thought, “Maybe the mayor can help.” 

The mayor would not visit her home and the note might tear 

apart if she carried it to the Gathering Hall. Lina decided to 

write him a note with her plain pencil.

Dear Mayor Cole,

I have discovered a document that was in the closet. It is instructions 

for something. I believe it is important because it is written in very old 

printing. Unfortunately it got chewed up by my sister, so it is not all there. But 

you can still read some bits of it. Such as:

marked with and E

find door of bo

small steel pan

I will show you this document if you want to see it.

Sincerely yours,

Lina Mayfleet, Messenger

34 Quillium Square
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She  folded  her  note  in  half  and  brought  it  to  his 

office.  She  put  it  on  the  guard’s  desk and left. She waited a 

week.  The  mayor  did  not  send  her  a  message  back.  Lina  

copied  the  note  from  the  closet  onto  a  piece  of  paper  to  

keep  it safe.  That  night  she  decided  to  try  to  solve  the 

puzzle  on  her  own.  It  was  very  hard.  There were  some  

words but mostly just parts of words.

Lina   found   important   instructions.
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Lina guessed that the title said ‘Instructions’. Then she 

found ‘ork’ and made it say ‘work’. Before work was “riv’ and 

‘ip’. Lina thought hard. “Pipeworks! It is talking about the river 

and the pipeworks!” Lina whispered to herself. She thought, 

“Doon works in the pipeworks. He is always trying to solve 

puzzles. He would be perfect to help solve the puzzle.”

Lina   found   important   instructions.
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Doon worked hard in the pipeworks. The pipes were easy to 

fix, there were just a lot of pipes to fix. He worked fast. When 

he finished his work, he would explore the pipes. Other workers 

played card games but Doon wanted to help the city.

He   found   tunnels  and  rooms that were not on the map. 

One  day  he  found a tunnel  that  was  blocked.  The sign said, 

Chapter 8

Explorations

Adapted: The City of Ember

Doon used his map to explore the pipes.

Doon worked hard in the pipeworks. The pipes were easy to 

fix, there were just a lot of pipes to fix. He worked fast. When 

he finished his work, he would explore the pipes. Other workers 

played card games but Doon wanted to help the city.

He found   tunnels  and rooms that were not on the map. 

One  day he  found a tunnel that  was  blocked. The sign said, 

Chapter 8

Explorations
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Doon used his map to explore the pipes.
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“Caved In, No Entry.” Doon did not see anything dangerous, so 

he went past the sign and down the tunnel. The tunnel was very 

dark so Doon felt his way until he found the end. He walked into 

a thick door. He tried to open it but it was locked.

Doon liked to explore the tunnels near the end of the river. 

This was far away from the generator. He did not want to be 

near it because he was mad he could not try to fix it. At the end 

of the river,   next to  the water, he sat on some big rocks. The
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rocks were rough to touch but felt like someone had carved 

words into them. In Ember, there were no flashlights. The 

closest anyone got was to light a stick on fire but that didn’t last 

long or you would burn your hand. Doon wanted to invent a 

moveable light.

He had tried for a few years, but he did not understand 

electricity. He decided to go to the library to learn more about

Doon used his map to explore the pipes.Doon used his map to explore the pipes.
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fire. Books about fire were hard to find because people in

Ember did not know much about fire or electricity. The 

bookshelves were a mess, so any book was hard to find. Doon 

started in the ‘F’ section for fire. As he looked he found a book 

about fungus. Then a book about fruit. Then furniture. Then he 

found a book called “All about Fire”. It did not help.

Doon  looked  around  more  but  only  found  a book about

Doon used his map to explore the pipes.
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silly     words.   Some    of    the    words  were  hogwash, 

heavens, and boat. Nobody in Ember knew these words or 

where they came from. Doon cleaned up his books and was 

ready to leave. Then Lina walked into the library.
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Lina saw Doon immediately and rushed over to him. “Your 

father told me you were here,” she said. “Doon, I found 

something. I want to show it to you.”

Doon was surprised that Lina wanted him to help. They had 

not been friends in a long time. “I think it has to do with the 

pipeworks. Will you come to my house and see it?” Lina asked. 

Doon grabbed his jacket and they left the library and went to

Chapter 9 Part a

Doon Reads the 

Instructions
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Lina’s   house.

At Lina’s house, she was surprised to see Mrs. Murdo. 

“Granny  does  not  feel  well  and  asked  me  to  come  help.” 

Lina  and  Doon went  to  Lina’s  small    room.   It   was   very 

crammed  with  things.  There  were  two  beds,  a  small  table 

in  the  corner,  and  a  stool  with  four  legs  to  sit  on.  The 

walls   and   floor  were  covered with clothes. There was a 

small pit of dirt under the window. It was the bean plant that
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that Clary gave Lina. She watered it everyday.

Doon looked around the room and saw Lina’s drawings. 

“What are those?” he asked. “They are from my imagination. 

They are pictures of another city. I dream about it,” Lina told 

Doon. 

Doon told Lina about his insect drawings. They had more in 

common than they thought. As Doon looked around, he saw the

Lina and Doon are working together.
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box that Poppy found. He was very curious about the box. “I 

found it in the closet,” Lina said. Then she showed him the 

ripped up note. “I think it is instructions for someone or for 

something,” she said. “I sent a message to the mayor about it 

but he did not send me a message back.”

Then she showed him all the words she had already 

guessed. Doon just stared at the note. He was silent. Then he 

started whispering to himself, “edge... steel pan ...open…. 
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….follow.”   He   looked   up   at   Lina. “I think you are right. 

This is important!” he said to Lina.

Lina tells Doon her prediction about the directions. Doon

sits and thinks. Then he remembers a door in tunnel 351. “I did 

not expect there to be a room there,” he told Lina. 

“That must be it!” Lina   shouted.   Doon was  less  excited. 

Lina and Doon are working together.
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“The directions probably say, ‘go down by the river, then this 

way then that way.’ The door you found must be the door out of 

Ember!” Doon knew that a door in the pipeworks would only 

lead to another place underground. 

Doon offered to try the door again. Maybe it would be 

unlocked this time. Lina wanted to go too. If you come at the 

end of the day, at quitting time, we can sneak in. “Tomorrow?” 

Lina asked. “Yes,   tomorrow,”    Doon said.
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The next afternoon, Lina met Doon outside the pipeworks. 

He gave her a rain slicker and boots. Lina was surprised that 

the river was so big. She was also surprised by how cold it was. 

She  thought  she  could  feel  her  bones   shaking!

Doon led the way through the tunnels. Soon they  arrived  

at tunnel 351. “The door  is in that  tunnel? Lina asked. “Yes,  

but  there  are  no  lights.  We  have  to  feel  along  the  wall. 

Chapter 9 Part b

The Door in the 

Roped-Off Tunnel
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We will know when we get to the door.” Lina felt along the 

cold,       wet,     and   rough   wall.   After a short  distance  the 

wall started to feel different. It felt smooth. 

“We are here.” Doon said from where he stopped in front of 

Lina. Doon helped Lina feel the knob. The door felt like an 

ordinary door to Lina. It did not feel like a special door. Doon

tried to turn the knob but it did not turn. The door was still 

locked. They felt around the ground for a steel pan or a key. 
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After they looked for a while and tried to open the door again 

Doon was ready to leave. 

Then they heard a scraping noise nearby. They walked back 

towards the tunnel with light. Then listened again. They could 

hear the scraping again and louder. Then a loud thud. Then a 

softer thud and a  loud  breath.  It sounded  like a  person. Then 

footsteps, getting closer.

Someone  has  a  key  to  the  door  in  the  dark  tunnel.
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Lina and Doon pressed against the wall as best they could. 

The steps got closer then started to  go  down the  dark   tunnel. 

When the footsteps stopped, they heard a jingle, a scratch, then 

the click of a lock opening. Lina wanted to look and Doon was 

scared. Both kids were curious so they peaked around the 

corner. It was too dark for them to see.

Someone  has  a  key  to  the  door  in  the  dark  tunnel.
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When the door opened again, they hid against the wall and 

listened. They heard the same steps but faster this time. The 

person came out of the tunnel and walked away from Lina and 

Doon. They could only see his back  and  untidy  hair. He walked 

with a limp, like he was dragging his leg. It looked familiar. 

Doon and Lina waited until the man was gone then they 

hurried to leave. They were so excited. They were also nervous. 

They asked each other a lot of questions. Who was that man?
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Where did he find the key? Why did he go slow before he went 

through the door? Why did he  walk   fast when he left? If he did 

not work in the pipeworks, how did he get in? And why was the 

way he walked familiar to Lina? All of these questions were still 

mysteries.

If the man found how to leave Ember there would be an 

announcement soon. Just then the town clock made 6 loud 

booms. Doon wondered, “maybe it is just an old supply closet.”
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Lina did not like that idea. She did not know where the door 

went, but it might be a clue to the mystery they were trying to 

solve.

Someone  has  a  key  to  the  door  in  the  dark  tunnel.
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Lina  had  a  dream  that  night.  She dreamed  about  the 

locked door in the Pipeworks and something dangerous in the 

darkness.

Granny felt sick the next day, so Lina ran to Dr. Tower’s 

office. Dr. Tower was a thin woman with uncombed hair and 

shadows under her eyes. She agreed to see Granny but warned 

Lina that she did not have much medicine. 

Chapter 10

Blue Sky and 

Goodbye
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Saying good-bye is hard.
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When they got to the apartment the doctor determined that 

Granny had a fever. Dr. Tower told Lina to stay home and make 

some soup. She told her how to help Granny feel better. Then 

she turned to Granny, told her to rest, wished her well, and left.

The way Granny looked reminded Lina of her father’s 

illness.  Both  Lina’s  father  and  Granny  grew  dim  like  a 

light bulb losing power. Both of their breathing sounded like
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water gurgling through a clogged pipe.

Later that day, Granny was bored and turned to see Lina. 

She asked, “Did we ever find it?”

“Find what, Granny? Lina asked.

“The thing that was lost,” Granny said. “The old thing that 

my grandfather lost.”

“Yes, we found it, Granny. It’s safe.” Lina promised.  

Granny smiled. “What a relief,” she said. Then she fell asleep.
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The next day, Lina played with Poppy for a while before she 

wanted  to  draw.  Lina   got  out  paper  that  she  made from              

can labels and her colored pencils. The labels were white on the 

back and were OK for drawing if you flatten them. She looked at 

her paper and thought about what she could draw. Lina felt like 

a  water  fountain  ready  for  water  to  explode  with  the              

press of a button!
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Poppy grabbed the pencil in her tiny fist and scribbled all 

over the paper. She was very excited about her drawing. Lina 

looked at the paper and then started to draw. She drew a bunch 

of buildings. Then she drew people walking on the street. She 

wanted to imagine all the other awesome things happening in 

the other city, but she couldn’t. She only could imagine Ember, 

except her city was brighter.

Lina filled in little details until it was time to color the sky. 
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She only had a blue pencil, so she colored the sky blue. When 

she finished she looked at her picture. Only Poppy was listening 

but she said, “Wouldn’t it be weird if the sky was blue?”

That night a noise scared Lina while she slept. She listened 

and heard her name being called. The apartment was pitch 

black so Lina had to use her hands to find her way to Granny. 

On her way  to Granny’s bed she tripped, stubbed her toe, 
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then bumped into Granny’s cold hand.

When Granny felt Lina’s hand she said, “I feel so strange, I 

had a dream about my baby...Or someone’s baby.”

Lina moved her hand until she found Granny’s shoulder. 

Then she touched her fingers to Granny’s neck. She was very 

gentle. She could feel Granny’s pulse but it did not feel strong. 

It fluttered like a moth that was hurt.
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Granny asked Lina to just sit with her  by  the  bed. They 

sat  in  silence.  After  a  long  time  Granny  woke  up  and 

whispered,  “Go to bed dear. I’m all right now.” Lina brushed 

Granny's  soft  hair  to  the  side  of  her  face  and  whispered 

“Good night, Granny.” 

Lina wished she could see Granny‘s face. It was too dark in 

the city of Ember at night. Lina felt lonely as she walked back to 

her bed and fell asleep. 
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The  next  morning  Lina   walked  into  Granny’s  room.

Scared and worried, she reached for Granny’s hand and 

immediately could feel that life had left it. Granny had died in 

her sleep.
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The next day had a weird feel, but it was comforting. Poppy 

and Lina spent the day in Mrs. Murdo’s apartment. Mrs. Murdo

fed them hot soup while Lina snuggled under a blanket. She 

thought about her grandmother. She cried a little and smiled a 

little, and even drifted off to sleep. 

The next day in the kitchen, Mrs. Murdo and Lina started

Chapter 11 Part a

The End of One 

Time and the 

Beginning of 

Another 
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talking about the Singing. It was Lina‘s favorite day of the 

whole year. Everyone came together to sing the great songs of 

Ember.

When Lina walked to the door, Mrs. Murdo stopped her and 

said, “We need to talk about what to do now that your 

grandmother has passed away.”

Lina  felt  confused.  She  hadn’t  thought  about  this.  
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Mrs. Murdo looked  at  her  and  said  gently,  “You  and  Poppy 

must  stay  with  me.  It  only  makes  perfect  sense!  I  have  an  

empty  bedroom  with  a  bed  that  you  and  Poppy  will  fit  on 

comfortably.” 

Lina looked over the new room. At Granny's all the 

furniture was covered in a mess. In this new room she could see 

the top of the clean tables and the color of the rug. Mrs. 

Murdo's house was clean and she cared about Lina and Poppy. 
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safe in her home.
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Lina and Doon saw the strange man at the locked door in 

the tunnel three days ago. She was disappointed that there was 

still no announcement about the tunnel or the door.

Lina returned to running messages around Ember. As she 

ran the people looked gloomier and more nervous than ever 

before. Every time the lights flickered everybody froze still. If

Chapter 11 Part b

Lizzie’s Groceries
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the lights stayed on, everyone took a deep breath and kept on 

with their day.

Lina thought about her and Poppy‘s new life with Mrs. 

Murdo. She was happy because she was not ready to take care 

of Poppy by herself.

After one of Lina’s deliveries she saw the back of a person’s 

head coming out of the supply depot. It was covered in long 

orange hair. Lina immediately called out, “Lizzie!” 
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Lizzie was acting weird but Lina was excited to see her.
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The person with orange hair kept walking. “Lizzie, wait,” 

Lina shouted. The person started moving faster this time. Lina 

ran and quickly caught Lizzie by the shoulder. Lizzie stopped 

and turned around, “Oh, Hi! I thought it was... I didn’t realize it 

was you.” She smiled and said, “I was just going home.”

Lizzie‘s arms squeezed the bag that she was holding. Lina 

walked  with  Lizzie.  Lizzie  did  not  seem  very  sad when Lina
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told her about Granny. That was not normal for Lizzie. So Lina 

asked Lizzie about her bag. “Oh, just some groceries,” Lizzie 

said. Lina had just seen Lizzie come from work. She thought, 

“Lizzie did not have enough time to go to the market after 

work.”

Lizzie tried to talk about something different. She started 

talking and didn’t let Lina say anything else. “I have a boyfriend! 

Lizzie was acting weird but Lina was excited to see her.
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He really likes me and he loves my hair. He says I’m as beautiful 

as a red-hot burner on a stove. Like a ripe red tomato.” Lina was 

curious but was interrupted.

Just then, Lizzie tripped and fell to the ground. Her bag 

opened and cans spilled out. Lina grabbed some. She turned the 

can, looked at the label and saw a picture of peaches. She 

grabbed another can. Its label said, “Creamed Corn.” Lina hadn’t 

had creamed corn since she was five. Lizzie was moving faster
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than Lina had ever seen before. She looked like a spider 

grabbing all the cans.

When all the cans had been picked up Lizzie saw that Lina 

was holding two of them. She looked worried. “Thanks for 

helping me. I found those on a back shelf at the market. You can 

keep those, Lina,” Lizzie said as she hurried home.

Lina walked to Mrs. Murdo’s apartment. She knew Lizzie

Lizzie was acting weird but Lina was excited to see her.
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was lying but didn’t know why. The only place you could get 

peaches was from the storerooms where she worked. Lina 

wondered if Lizzie had stolen them.

Lizzie was acting weird but Lina was excited to see her.
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Lina went a different way to work the next day. She wanted 

to talk to Lizzie before she started delivering messages.

When Lina saw her walking to work, she ran up to Lizzie 

and called her name. Lizzie almost jumped back but kept 

walking and just said, “I’m going to work.” Lizzie tried to walk

Chapter 11 Part c

Lina Stands Up 

to Lizzie
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away but Lina was holding her scarf. “Stop lying to me, Lizzie. I 

know that a market would not forget they had peaches! Nobody 

has had peaches in a long time.  Where did you get the cans?”

Lina pulled at Lizzie's scarf. Lizzie grabbed Lina’s hair. They 

started  pushing  each other,  bumped into a woman, and then         

fell.   The   young  women  looked  at  each other and started 

laughing  just  like  they  used  to  when  they  played  around

Lina knows right from wrong.
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as little girls.

“All right, I’ll tell you,” Lizzie said. “There’s a storeroom 

worker named Looper. He was a few years older than us in 

school. Do you know him?” Lina remembered him from the 

message she took on the first day at work. “I remember he is  

tall with a long skinny neck. He had big teeth and was funny 

looking.” Upset, Lizzie interrupted, “I think he’s handsome.” 

Lina saw she had hurt Lizzie’s feelings.
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Lizzie  explained  how  Looper  found  rare  items  while 

looking in all the old storerooms that were marked EMPTY. 

There   were   so   many   forgotten    rooms  to  be  explored. 

Lina was worried because she could tell that Lizzie had a 

crush on Looper. “Lizzie, that is stealing! He sells the items he 

finds at a store for expensive prices!”

Lizzie did not want to believe Lina. Lizzie did not want to

Lina knows right from wrong.
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break  the  rules.    Lizzie    kept    trying  to    tell    Lina  that it  

wasn’t bad and that it was a good idea.  Lina  started  to want  

some of  the  things  that  Looper gave  Lizzie.   Lina   knew that 

Lizzie was  not  being  fair to the rest of the people of Ember 

because Lizzie was getting too many things. 

Lizzie  promised   Lina  that  she  could  have  some  too,  

but  Lina  wanted  everyone  to  have  some.  Lina  finally  said, 

“I  don’t  want  anything  from  Looper!”  Then  she  walked
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away  for  a  few  steps  before  she  started  running  across 

Torrick Square.

Lina knows right from wrong.
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Doon continued to work in the Pipeworks.  The whole next 

week after they saw the man open the secret door, Doon waited 

for an announcement. After repairing a broken pipe, he decided 

to go back and visit the blocked off tunnel. 

When he got to the tunnel, he felt along the wall until he 

found the door. Then his hand found the doorknob. Doon pulled

his hand back fast! He slowly grabbed the doorknob again.

Chapter 12 Part a
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It was a key! He twisted the key and gently pushed the 

door.  The  door  slowly  opened,  but  only  enough  for  Doon  

to  see  inside.  Behind  the  door  was  a  gigantic  room.  It  

was  filled  with  boxes  of  clothes  piled  on  top  of  boxes 

filled with cans and jars of food. His eyes even passed over 

boxes  of  lightbulbs!  Boxes  were  everywhere,  except  for  a 

small space in the middle of the room. 

Doon and Lina learned more about the secret door in the tunnel.
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Doon focused his eyes on a blob sitting on a chair in the 

middle of the room. In front of the chair was a table with a 

plate on top covered in crumbs and dried up food. The blob 

rustled and turned his gray face. He yawned and his purplish 

lips moved. Doon recognized the man, then closed the door 

quickly.

More blackouts were happening. There was less time in

Doon and Lina learned more about the secret door in the tunnel.
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between each blackout. People were scared to leave their 

homes. If they needed to talk to someone, they could not call 

them so almost everyone was using the messengers. This made 

Lina very busy.

When there were finally no more messages, Lina started to 

go home. Suddenly, she heard footsteps and saw Doon running 

towards her. “I opened the door!” Doon said while trying to 

catch his breath. “I opened the door in tunnel 351. But…”
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Lina interrupted, “What did you see? Was there a road?”

“No Lina, it was a room. A room filled with food and 

clothes and cans and, and, and LIGHTBULBS!” Doon took 

another deep breath, “There was a man in there Lina.”

“Who?” she asked. “The mayor! He is robbing us Lina! His 

plan is to save himself!” Doon answered.

Doon and Lina learned more about the secret door in the tunnel.
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Lina  and  Doon  looked  at  each  other as they  thought  

about  Doon’s discovery.  After a  few  moments,  they  walked 

to  Harkin  Square  and  sat  down.  On  the  other  side  of  the 

square  were  two  groups  of  people.  The  group  that  was 

closer  to  them  were  the  Believers  who  were  singing.  

Beyond  them  were  protesters  holding  up  signs.  The  signs 

said,  “What  solutions  Mayor Cole?”

Chapter 12 Part b

A Meeting with 

the Guards
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Lina told Doon what happened when she saw Lizzie. She 

told him about the cans of food and how her boyfriend was 

stealing them for her. “Doon, I remember why that man in the 

tunnel 351 looked familiar. He gave me a note my first day. I 

met him again at a store.” Lina explained. Doon was nervous 

and excited, “Who was in the tunnel?”

“Lizzie’s  boyfriend,  Looper.  He  is  stealing  from  the

The mayor is powerful, but he can not break the rules.
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storerooms, selling some things in his store, giving some to 

Lizzie, and filling up a whole room for the mayor.” Lina said.

Doon’s face turned another shade of red, “Of course. The 

storerooms must be right above pipe 351. Looper steals his loot, 

then goes through the hatch and into the tunnel. If the mayor is 

committing the crime, who do we tell?”

They decided to tell the guards. Lina wanted to hurry so 

they could get back to the Instructions. Doon told Lina he thinks
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the Instructions are just a waste of time, they are hogwash. 

Lina is disappointed but knows they must talk to the guards 

first anyway.

As  they  stood  up  and  started  walking  Lina  told  Doon, 

“My  grandmother  died.”  Doon  showed  her  sympathy  and 

hugged  her  as  some  tears  rolled  down  his  cheek.  Just  

then,  Lina  realized  Doon  knew  her  better  than  anyone else. 

The mayor is powerful but he can not break the rules.
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Doon  was   her best   friend. 

They got to the guard station. Lina told the guard behind 

the desk they had an important message and it was a secret. 

The guard led them down a hall to avoid any interruptions. 

Lina and Doon told him everything they knew about the tunnel. 

They described what was in the mayor’s room. The guard 

seemed very interested and wrote down a note. 

The mayor is powerful but he can not break the rules.
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Doon and Lina walked to the doors to leave. The head guard 

was blocking the door. Lina remembered  his  big beard from 

when  they  met on  her  first day as a  messenger. The guard 

stepped aside to let them go. Lina and Doon went through the 

doors and headed home. The head guard walked towards the 

guard station to read the guard’s note.
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Lina and Doon left and went 

different ways. A few days ago Lina was feeling hopeful about 

the door. Now she was worried Doon was giving up on the 

Instructions. She needed someone wise to help her think. She 

turned and started walking to the greenhouses.

Lina found Clary at her workstation. She told Clary

Chapter 13

Deciphering the 

Message

Adapted: The City of Ember122
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everything: the Instructions,   Doon,   the tunnel,    Lizzie, the  

locked door to the room, Looper, and the mayor. Clary shook 

her head and her eyes looked sad. "As the city gets darker a 

selfishness grows in us all. It gets a little worse bit by bit."

Whenever  Clary   spoke,    Lina   listened carefully to her 

advice. "The more you feed it, the hungrier it grows and the 

more it wants. Mayor Cole was always foolish, since his very 

first day. I'm sad to know the evil got the best of him.’ Lina
123
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remembered holding the box of pencils. Lina had felt it eating 

inside her at Looper's shop. 

Clary  wanted  to  see  the  Instructions,  so  they  left  the 

greenhouse. Lina led Clary into her new room in Mrs. Murdo's

apartment. Clary noticed that Lina's bean had sprouted. It was 

growing. Lina was surprised and excited. She had forgotten 

about the plant, but it was alive anyway.
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They looked over the Instructions. Clary agreed with Lina's 

guesses. The  two  women  read  Lina’s   ideas  and  guessed at   

blank spaces.

Lina did not think it was of any help. Then Clary asked, "Do 

you know what this word is?" As she touched EGRES on the top 

of the page. Lina shook her head no. "When you add an ‘s’ it 

spells EGRESS. That means the way out." Lina looked up. "It’s 

called The Instructions For The Way Out?” 
12-
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Lina knew she needed Doon now. She raced to his house. 

Lina told him that EGRESS means the way out, and he was 

excited to help again.

They returned to Mrs. Murdo’s. They laid on the carpet and 

started guessing what each line meant. The second line said, 

After a few guesses Lina said, "What about ‘stone’. ‘Stone
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marked with E by river's edge.” The next line said,

Lina remembered Clary said ‘ledge’. Doon suggested 

"Maybe it is 'down riverbank to ledge'.” They felt happy they 

were getting better at guessing. They tried the next line. 

"I think the door, steel pan, and where it says ‘ke-’ and ‘-ey’
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it must be key!" Lina said as she thought. "Try to look for a rock 

with an E at work tomorrow.” It was starting to get late so 

Doon went home and they each tried to sleep.

Doon laid in bed and turned and rolled and wriggled. His 

dad came in, worried. Doon was thinking about so much. He 

was scared, excited, worried, and proud. He wanted to tell his 

dad but also wanted to wait.
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He told his dad he was fine. When his dad left, he squeezed 

his eyes shut. To help him sleep, he imagined exploring in the 

Pipeworks. He started falling asleep then remembered a special 

rock. It was too dark at the edge of the Pipeworks to see the 

rock, but he remembered he traced his fingers over the rock’s 

surface. He remembered thinking the rock had a letter on it. He 

laid in bed thinking until morning.
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Lina sat in Harken Square at the center of town and waited 

for anyone to give her a message to deliver. She thought about 

the mayor. “How could he be so selfish,” she thought, “he must 

think trying is pointless.” She thought about Looper, how he 

must have decided things were going bad, too. She thought 

about all the food and lightbulbs in the room that no one would 

ever use. 

Chapter 14 Part a

The Way Out

Adapted: The City of Ember130
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Lina listened to the people practicing for the Singing. As 

she thought about the guards storming into the mayor’s secret 

room and arresting him, she saw Doon. He was running towards 

her. His pants were wet. He must have come from work.

“I  found  it!”  he  said  when  he  was  close  enough.  Lina 

did  not  know  what  Doon  had  found.  “I  found  the  rock.  

The  rock  with  an  E.  in  the  Pipeworks.  Where  the  river
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goes into the black hole in the wall.”

Lina was excited and jumped to her feet. Doon told her that 

the workers were going home to practice for the Singing. He put 

his hand into his pocket and pulled out the key into the 

Pipeworks. “Everyone is gone, and no one will be working 

tomorrow because they will be at the Singing.”

Without waiting another second, they took off to the 

Pipeworks.
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They   got all   the way   down to the  river   and    nobody          

saw them. They walked along the thunderous water; they 

couldn’t hear anything else. When they got close enough to the 

end, Lina could see the black hole and the water rushing into it. 

Doon pressed his fingers against a rock. “Here, this is the 

rock with the E.” Doon told Lina. Lina crouched down and 

squinted her eyes to see through the dark. There it was. It took
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a moment because she thought the E would look like this      but 

it had curvy lines like this     .

They took turns looking over the edge of the riverbank, 

first Doon, then Lina. They laid on their stomachs so they could 

look straight down. They both saw the ladder steps. They were 

bolted to the wall so they could not move. The steps looked 

slippery and dangerous. Lina’s heart was pounding very fast.

Doon went down the ladder first. When he got down, he
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called up, “Your turn!” Lina climbed down very slowly. She was 

terrified of falling into the deadly water. She made it down the 

ladder steps and Doon helped her step off onto a hidden ledge.

In front of them was an open passage, 8 feet wide and 8 

feet tall. You could only find this passage if you climbed down 

the ladder. They walked into the passage then Lina tapped on 

Doon’s shoulder, “I see the door!” Doon saw the door also. 
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Lina pushed on the metal door, but it was locked. She looked 

down and under the handle was a keyhole. Lina pulled out her 

copy of the Instructions. They looked at lines 3 and 4. 

“This must say ‘something, something, down riverbank to 

ledge approximately eight feet below’.” Lina said with a smile. 
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They had completed three of the direction steps! “Line 4 maybe 

says ‘backs to the water, find door...something.’ And ‘ke hind’ 

must be key behind!” 

Doon saw that it said, ‘steel pan’ and ‘right’ so he turned to 

his right and started looking by feeling the wall. Doon found the  

steel panel on the wall quickly. Lina pushed one side and the 

little door opened. Inside the door was a silver key.
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Lina grabbed the key, put it into the keyhole, and turned. 

She grabbed the door handle and pushed. Nothing happened. 

She held the handle and pulled. Nothing happened. So she 

pushed and pulled and tugged and dragged and swish. The door 

slid sideways into the wall. They walked through the empty 

doorway.

Behind the door was complete darkness, it looked black. 

Chapter 14 Part b

Mysterious Words
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They   rubbed.  their   hand  on  the   wall   hoping  for  a              

light switch. No light switches. They would have to explore 

blind, without seeing. With one hand on the wall, they walked 

along until Lina bumped into a metal box. They decided to take 

the box back out into the light.

Back in the passage, they could see that it was a green box 

with handles and a latch. They lifted the latch and opened the
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the box. Inside the box were almost foot long white sticks with 

a short piece of string sticking out of the top. 

Doon opened his box and found little wooden sticks with a 

blue blob on the end. They read the label on Lina’s box. It said 

“candles”. Then they read the label on Doon’s box. It said 

“matches”.  Both Lina and Doon did not know what either word 

meant.

“Maybe  the  little  sticks  are  for  writing,”  Doon said.  
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He tried to write on the Instructions.  Then he tried his arm, but 

the stick and blue blob did not make a mark. “What about the 

white strip on the ‘Matches’ box?” Lina asked. So Doon dragged 

the stick across the white strip. The blue blob burst into fire. 
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wet   ground. A few seconds later the fire went out and the 

passage was dark again. “It makes light!” Doon said with great
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excitement. Lina tried a match next. She held it longer than 

Doon, but her fingers started to get hot.

Next, they decided to try and tie the candle to the match. 

They had never learned about a candle before. They lit the 

match but instead of the fire going out again, the string on the 

candle lit.  up   with   fire.      Lina  was  so   excited.   They   

had moveable light. 

They went back into the room filled with black air. In the
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big room the candlelight gave a glow. They could see what Doon 

had bumped into. It was flat on the back and pointy at the front. 

It had two seats in the middle. Lina read the side, “Boat,” she 

asked, “what is a boat?”

They looked at the Instructions again.
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“It says boat, then something, then stocked with necessary 

equipment,” Doon read and filled in the blanks. “The equipment 

must be the candles and matches from the boxes!”

It was Lina’s turn to guess the missing parts, “It must say 

‘ropes’ and ‘lower’ than head downstairs.” Doon looked and 

shook his head ‘no’ then said, “what about head downstream? 

What if it says ‘Using the boat ropes, lower the boat into the 
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water. Head down stream.’ Lina, the boat goes in the water! We 

ride in it!”

To leave Ember, they had to go on the river.
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As they looked at the boat and felt 

excited, Lina and Doon had the same thought. “Only one boat is 

not enough for all of Ember to escape.” Doon said. They kept 

looking through the room.  They  found  a   door on the back 

wall.   A   long   sliding   door   as   wide  as   the   room. 

In the next room there were hundreds of boats, and 

hundreds of boxes of candles and matches. They walked back out

Chapter 15 Part a

A Desperate Run
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out to the room with one boat. Doon wanted to investigate the 

candle and matches at home so he could learn more. He put a 

candle and a box of matches in his shirt.

“We found it.” Doon said to Lina. “We did. We found it.” 

Lina said back to Doon. “Tomorrow,” Doon said, “at the Singing, 

we will stand up in Harken Square and announce to everybody.” 

Lina   agreed,   “We    will   tell     everyone   we   found   the          

way out  of  Ember!”
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When Doon got home for dinner, he told his father that 

singing practice had gone long. He wanted to tell his dad what 

he had found. His dad would be so proud when he saw him on 

the steps tomorrow.

The next day was the Singing. It was a holiday in Ember, so 

all of the stores were closed. His dad was in his store working 

anyway. Doon dawdled eating his breakfast. When he finally
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finished he cleaned up then, he got his pillowcase and started to 

make a travel pack.

He  thought  about  the  announcement  and  everyone  in 

Ember getting ready to travel. He grabbed things from around 

the  apartment  and  shoved  them  in.  Then  he  put the candle 

and matches into the bag. He wanted to bring his journal of bug 

drawings. Instead he looked at his favorites then put it back. He 

checked on his worm, too. When he looked, the worm had begun
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to break out of its pod. The worm changed into a moth. It 

fluttered out of the box and Doon let it fly out of the window.

He watched the moth through the window. Something scary 

on the street got his attention. Three large city guards were 

walking into the square. Doon heard the men ask Nammy

Proggs, “Have you seen Doon Harrow?” Nammy Proggs asked 

the guards, “Why?”. They said, “He has been spreading vicious
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rumors.” Then  Nammy Proggs told  the  guards  a   lie.   She 

told them, “I just saw him go to the trash heap.”

Doon did not understand why he was in trouble. After a 

moment he thought, “The guards must think the truth about the 

mayor is a lie!”  Doon did understand that Nammy Proggs had 

helped him. She protected him. Doon decided the guards knew 

about the room but Looper or the mayor were giving them 

things too.
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His fear turned into anger. Doon realized the guards might 

also be  looking  for   Lina.  He  grabbed  his  bag and  ran  

down the stairs.
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When Lina left the 

Pipeworks with Doon, she went home to Mrs. Murdo’s. She tried 

to sleep that night but could not stop thinking about everyone 

learning the news. Everyone would be excited. The next day 

was going to be a great day. As she laid in bed next to Poppy, 

Mrs. Murdo sang. “Rock a bye baby in the treetops.” Lina 

wondered what ‘treetops’ were as she drifted to sleep.

Chapter 15 Part b

Trouble is Brewing
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The next morning came quickly. “Time-a get up! Get up!” 

Poppy said in her tiny voice. In the kitchen Mrs. Murdo was 

already cooking. The table was set with a plate and cup of tea. 

Lina thought, “I could live here forever,” before she 

remembered they were leaving the City of Ember in a day or 

two. 

Then a loud *knock* came from the door. When Mrs. Murdo
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opened the door, Doon rushed in. He was breathing hard from 

running there. “We need to talk!” he said. They went into   

Lina’s room where Doon explained what happened.

Lina could not believe they were in trouble. They were 

about to save the city. They were about to save all the people! 

“There are signs up all over the city. They say we are 

spreading rumors and making up stories about the Mayor.” 

Doon said. “We have to leave fast; they are looking for you right
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now!” They decided to go to the school. Lina kissed Poppy on 

the head, and they ran out the door.

As they walked in the shadows to stay hidden, they saw a 

sign. It said:

156

Lina and Doon need a new plan to help Ember.

DOON HARROW and 

LINA MAYFLEET

Wanted for Spreading 

Vicious Rumors

If you see them,

report to Mayor’s Chief 

Guard.

Believe nothing they say.

REWARD
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Lina grabbed the sign and ripped it down. She was very 

upset. They kept walking, faster now. All the way to the school 

they saw signs. Doon and Lina pulled down as many signs as 

they could. When they were getting close, they saw two guards 

looking the other way. They ran faster until they got to the 

school. 

At the school, they hid in their old classroom. They started 

to make a plan. They couldn’t go to the Singing anymore and
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announce what they discovered. The mayor’s guards would be 

there. They would stop them. Then Doon said, “We could go. We 

could leave a note telling them everything.”

Lina was not as confident as Doon who had already packed 

a bag that morning. She did not feel good about his idea. Lina 

said to Doon, “But I wouldn’t get to say bye to Poppy or know if 

I will see her again. Won’t you miss your dad?” But Doon was
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already writing. “They will find the boats. They will follow us.”

They decided to write the note to Clary. She had read the 

Instructions. She would believe them. “Everyone will want a 

boat. It will be too loud and confusing for Poppy; she will need 

me.” Lina said, still nervous about Doon’s plan. 

When  Doon finished writing Lina volunteered to deliver 

the message. She was a messenger and  knew all  the fastest 

ways to go. Lina took the note from Doon and started to leave. 
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She thought about how worried Doon’s father was going to be 

when he saw the posters. She worried about what Mrs. Murdo

would think when she did not come home later. But it was time 

to be brave.

Doon watched Lina through the window. She was fast and 

her hair waved behind her. He was very excited about their 

plan. As he watched Lina cross Stonegrit Lane, something bad 

happened. First, Doon saw two guards. Then heard them yell, 
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“That’s her! Get her!” as  they started running. “Lina is much 

faster than the guards. She will be ok.” Doon said to himself.
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Lina heard the guards and she became very scared. She 

turned and ran as fast as she could to the library. She 

remembered Doon saying no one would be there during the 

Singing. When Lina got to the doors and pulled, nothing moved. 

The library was locked. 

Lina  tried  to  hide  in  the  passageway.  “Here  she  is!”

Chapter 16

The Singing

Adapted: The City of Ember162



Adapted: The City of Ember

Lina heard the guard yell. She tried to squeeze past the 

guard to get out. The passage was too tight, and the guards 

caught her. “You are going to the mayor, missy.” The guard told 

Lina. The guards walked her past the people rolling out the 

flags of Ember. 

When they got inside the Gathering Hall, the guards pushed 

Lina forward. She stumbled and fell into the wall. They sat Lina
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in a chair to wait. When the mayor arrived, he sat in the chair 

facing Lina. His whole body filled the chair. The buttons on his 

shirt were ready to break apart. The guards left as the mayor 

looked at Lina, “You have been in trouble before. Going where 

you should not be.”

The mayor told Lina that curiosity is dangerous. “This is a 

time when citizens should be most loyal,” he said. “The public 

must have faith. Everything is to help them.”
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Lina did not like that he was lying to her. “Hogwash!” Lina 

said to him. The mayor became very mad. The mayor told Lina, 

“Do not be rude! Your impudence will make this worse for you. 

Maybe you are curious about the dungeon room. You can spend 

a lot of time exploring it when I send you to jail there.”

Lina started thinking about a plan to escape. She waited. 

She would run when the mayor grabbed the bell. Then the lights
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went out and the room turned black. Lina pushed the table over. 

It crashed. She ran to the stair’s door. It opened and she ran up 

the stairs to the roof. She could hear the guards and mayor 

shouting and crashing into furniture in his pitch-black office.

She stepped out onto the roof. If she could jump on the roof 

of the next building she could escape. Then the lights came back 

on. She could see where she needed to go. She could see the 

guards run out of the Gathering Hall entrance all the way down
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on the street.  She  could  see  the  people of  Ember  filling     

Harken square, ready to sing.

Then everyone was silent. It was Lina’s favorite part of the 

year. The moment before the Singing began. As the song began, 

joy and sadness filled Lina. She wanted to run and find Doon so 

they could escape. But she couldn’t leave Poppy behind. During 

the third and final song the lights went out again. It was pitch 

black; Lina couldn’t see anything.
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“When they finish this song, I could shout to everybody 

from way up here. I could tell them about the boats and the 

river. I could tell everyone there is a way to leave Ember.” Lina 

thought. She was about to yell but someone else yelled first, 

“Don’t move!” This frightened everyone and, in the darkness, 

people started to get scared.

Lina was starting to lose hope. Then, she saw a light flicker
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in the darkness. It was all the way on the other side of town. It 

was candle fire! It was Doon going to the Pipeworks. Lina was 

hopeful again; she just needed the lights to come back.

Soon, the lights flickered and came back. Everyone was 

ready to go home before the lights shut off again. Lina jumped 

down to the roof of the next building. Then jumped down to the 

street. She hid in the crowd until she found a trash can to hide 

behind. There she waited until she saw Mrs. Murdo and Poppy.
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At the planned time, Doon left the school. He went around 

the outside of town to get to the Pipeworks. He hoped the 

guards would be far away, close to the Singing. 

As he walked, he saw another poster with his name on it. 

When the  day  began,  he  thought  he  was  going  to make  his 

father proud.  Now  his  father  would  only  worry  if  Doon

Chapter 17

Away
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was safe. Thinking this made Doon very sad. But he could not go 

back. Doon had an idea. He wrote a note to his father. He 

pinned it to the kiosk board.

As Doon walked, he heard the first song of the city end. 

When the third song began, the lights flickered. The lights went 

out and the town was filled with complete darkness. He heard 

someone yell in panic, someone who was scared. 
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Doon started to feel scared too. Then he remembered he 

had a candle and matches! He could use the light to keep 

walking to the Pipeworks. He lit the candle which gave him 

enough light to see the pavement in front of his feet. There was 

nobody around. When he got to the Pipeworks, he sat and 

waited for Lina.

Doon sat until the lights flickered back on. He looked 

around and walked up the street but there was nobody to see. 
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He started getting worried. He needed to think about what to 

do. Some of the questions Doon thought about were, “Should I 

find Lina? What if the guards have her? What if I try to escape 

on the boat and hope she can tell everyone? Can I even drag the 

boat to the water by myself?”  

As he thought, he saw Lina running toward him. She was 

holding a bundle to her chest. The bundle in her arms was
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Poppy. They went into the Pipeworks, past the rain slickers, and 

down the stairs to the river. Once back on flat ground they 

walked until they got to the rock with an    . 

“How will you get Poppy down the ladder?” Doon asked 

Lina. She was feeling brave now that she had Poppy with her. 

She tied her coat around her neck and Poppy sat inside. Doon 

climbed down first then Lina. They got to the ledge and walked 

through the sliding door to the boat. 
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They put Doon’s bag, the candles, and the matches into the 

boat. “What are the ‘Paddles’ for?” Lina asked while reading 

something laying in the bottom of the boat. She was looking at a 

long pole that flattened like a board at the end.

“I don’t know, maybe they go here?” Doon tried his idea, 

but it did not work. “Just put them in the bottom of the boat. We 

can learn about them later.” Lina said to Doon. The boat was 

light and easy to lift. They brought it to the edge of the river.
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“If we drop it in, the river will take it away.” Lina said. 

“Maybe we tie the rope to the wall?” Doon said. He looked and 

found a peg on the ledge. They tied one end of the rope to the 

peg. The other attached to the boat. 

Lina ran back to Poppy and picked her up. Lina asked 

Poppy, “Are you ready to go on an adventure? It will be fun! We 

will  float  on  the  water.”  Then  Lina  set  Poppy  down on the
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ground to wait. Doon grabbed one side of the rope. Lina grabbed 

the other. Then they lowered the boat into the water.

Doon climbed in but almost fell when the boat rocked back 

and forth. Lina handed Poppy to him. Lina climbed down into 

the boat. They all fell as the boat rocked again. After they got 

into their seats Doon untied the knot and the boat started 

moving as fast as the river. 
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The boat moved fast on the water. As the boat went into the 

black hole at the end of Ember’s Pipeworks, the light quickly 

changed to pitch black. Lina squeezed Poppy tight. She tried her 

best to hold the side of the boat too. Doon tried to hold Lina and 

the boat. The boat hit against the sides and rocked and shook. 

All three of the kids slid back and forth. It hurt as their bodies 

kept banging against the sides of the boat. 

Chapter 18 Part a

Where the River 

Goes

Adapted: The City of Ember178



The boat ride was a dangerous journey.
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In the darkness, they could not see what was coming next 

or what had passed by already. Lina was scared. Doon was 

scared. Poppy was crying a lot.  The current was flowing very 

fast. After a long time, the water slowed. “Doon, are you OK?” 

Lina asked because she could not see her friend. 

“I’m OK,” Doon said back. Lina asked, “Can you find a 

candle so we can see, please?” Doon started looking. He found
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the box of matches then the candles. He lit the candle, but water 

splashed, and the fire went out. Finally, after what felt like 

forever, Doon lit 3 candles. They stuck the candles into spaces 

on the boat. They could see the ceiling of the tunnel. The water 

they were floating on was smooth like glass now.

They floated in silence. The water brought them into a 

giant cave. “The river took us into a room.” Lina said as she 

looked around. There were mounds of rock that came out of the
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water.  They looked like mashed potatoes. Sometimes the boat 

would get stuck to one. Doon and Lina used the paddles to push 

the boat off. When the boat made it across the cave, the tunnel 

got skinny again. The water started flowing faster. 

The water splashed over the boat and the candles went out. 

It was dark again.  Doon  and  Lina  held each other with Poppy 

in  the  middle.  They  crouched  down on the  floor of the boat. 
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The boat rocked back and forth. The front went down, then back 

up quickly. Each time they rolled around and tried not to fall 

out of the boat. 

Finally, the water slowed down again. They were in 

another cave. While riding on the fast current, the candles had 

fallen into the water. Doon got out new candles. He lit each one 

so they could see again. 
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There was no tunnel on the other side of this cave. They 

floated around the side of the cave. The walls went straight up. 

Lina started to get worried this was the end of the river and 

something was wrong. Then she had an idea and said, “Wait, 

maybe we get out there. Maybe this is just the end of the river, 

not the end of the journey.” Lina helped Doon get the boat to 

the side of the cave that looked like the shallow end of a pool.

Chapter 18 Part b

Where the River 

Ends

Adapted: The City of Ember183
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The boat slid onto a rock floor under the water. Doon held 

Poppy so Lina could get out. She took the candle and explored 

the rock beach. She walked further and further from the boat. 

She squeezed past some rocks that had fallen. “Here it is!” Lina 

shouted. She had found a flat stone path. 

When Lina got back to the boat Doon was excited to see the 

path. Lina set Poppy on the shore which was  dry land where
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the water ended. Doon lit another candle and walked to the new 

path. Lina got Doon’s bag from the boat. Then she got the 

candles and matches. Doon came back, he was very excited. 

“What does Poppy have?” Doon asked. 

Lina quickly grabbed a package from Poppy. It was an old 

book. They opened it and read a sentence.

“They tell us we leave tonight.” Doon read. 

I wonder if people left Ember before us.” Lina thought then
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said, “Maybe they left another city and were going to Ember?” 

They decided to wait until they were out of the cave to read 

more. They put the book away and ate some dinner that Doon 

had in his pack.

As they ate Doon asked, “I saw the guards when you left the 

school. What happened?” Lina told him everything. She told him 

how she got caught. How she found Poppy. How she realized
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staying in Ember was just as dangerous as leaving in the boat. 

The lights could go out again and never turn back on.

“Did you give the note to Mrs. Murdo?” Doon asked. Lina 

stopped eating and moved her hand to her pocket. The note was 

there, a little wet from the ride in the boat. “I forgot. No one in 

Ember knows there is a way out. No one in Ember knows we are 

here.” Lina said with worry in her voice.

Doon  told  her  about the  short  note he wrote  for his dad.  
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They sat for a moment worried that nobody else in Ember was 

coming. Worried they would not be saved. “We could have made 

better choices when we found the boats. But we didn’t. There is 

nothing we can do now.” Doon said. 

They put the food back in Doon’s bag. They filled the empty 

space in the bag with more candles. Lina took as many boxes of 

matches as could fit in her pockets. They looked at the boat one
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more time then started walking to the new path. Poppy had a 

leash tied to her wrist as she followed Lina and Doon into the 

small tunnel.
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When they got into the tunnel, with the light from the 

candle, Doon saw something. They walked over and found a 

sign.

Chapter 19 Part a

A World of Light

Adapted: The City of Ember190

Welcome, Refugees from 
Ember!

This is the final stage of your 
journey.

Be prepared for a climb
that will take several hours.
Fill your bottles with water 

from the river.
We wish you good fortune,

The Builders
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“They know we are coming!” Lina said. 

“The Builders wrote this a long time ago, Lina. They are 

probably all dead now. But maybe someone is waiting for us.” 

Doon said. They walked up the path. It went back and forth so 

the path would not be too steep to go up. They did not talk 

much. It was too hard to breath. The walk was too hard for 

Poppy, so Lina and Doon took turns carrying her. 

191

Lina and Doon hoped the journey was almost over.



Adapted: The City of Ember

When they were tired, they took a break, sat down, and 

drank some water. They were now holding their third candles. 

The first 2 candles had burned all the way to the end. Lina 

breathed in and the air smelled different. Then some air blew 

across their faces. The wind made the candles go out. Every 

time the candles had gone out during their journey it became 

completely dark  again.

They thought about what time it was. How long had they
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been gone from Ember? “Wait,” Lina said to Doon who was 

looking for a match. “I can still see. Look there!” Lina pointed to 

a small shining light ahead. She put Poppy down and started 

walking a little faster. They got to the end of the tunnel to see a 

big open doorway. 

193

Lina and Doon hoped the journey was almost over.



They held each other's hand and walked through. There 

was no new city. There also was no ceiling. They looked up and 

just  saw a  dark gray  sky with a  big  bright  circle  in  the 

middle of it. They walked forward but the ground felt different. 

It was soft, not like the stone ground in Ember. There were long 

thin things growing out of the ground. The whole ground was

Chapter 19 Part b

A New Light
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covered by this stuff that looked like wide strands of hair. 

“Look at all of  those  lights!”   Lina   said.  There  were 

thousands of little lights flickering high in the sky. It looked like 

white salt had spilled across a black table. They took deep 

breaths. There were so many new smells filling their noses. 

They listened to the new sounds around them. “I think the 

chirping is coming from bugs.” Doon guessed. 
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They kept exploring until they found rows and rows and 

rows of plants they had never seen before. They were very tall. 

The plant’s bark was very hard. High above them sticks came 

out of the plant and they were covered in leaves. 

Lina and Doon sat behind these giant plants while Poppy 

played next to them. “It is so big!” Lina said to Doon, “but I am 

not scared.” “I am not either!” Doon said back. They laid back 

and stayed there, silent, for a while in this new place. 
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As they laid there Lina noticed the giant round light in the 

sky had moved. It was above her now. It looked like it was 

getting close to the ground, but very far away. Doon had noticed 

the light moving across the sky too. They watched as it looked 

like it disappeared into the ground. Soon, a new, bigger and 

brighter light started to appear. It was in the opposite direction 

of the light that just disappeared. It seemed to be growing out 

of the ground but very, very far away. 
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The light kept going higher and higher above them. It was 

yellow and orange with a little red. It was too bright to look at 

anymore. When they looked away from the fiery circle in the 

sky something else amazed them. Just a few moments ago, 

everything they had seen was gray, black, or silvery in color. 

Now the world around them was every type of green they could 

have imagined. 
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The sky was blue, like the last picture Lina had drawn with 

her blue pencil. “Are those bugs? They look too big to be bugs!” 

Doon said. There were things flying all around. Their faces were 

pointy and when they opened their mouths a high-pitched sound 

came out. “They are singing to us!” Lina shouted.

Lina, Doon, and Poppy were hungry again, so they got the 

food out of Doon’s bag. They had forgotten about the book they 

found. “Let’s read it while we eat.” Lina said.
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Lina sat with the book in her lap and a carrot in her hand. 

She read to Doon and Poppy from the old book.

Chapter 20 Part a

The Last Message

Adapted: The City of Ember200

Friday

Training is over and it is time to go to this new place. 

They have not told us much about it. I can only bring one 

suitcase. I hope I have everything I need. We can not
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bring any pictures or books. They said we can never talk 

about our old life ever again. I am keeping a journal 

anyway. Someone in the future might need it.

Saturday

I took a train today. Now I am waiting in a room with 

other people that have gray or white hair like mine. 

Everyone has a suitcase. I have been told that they have

My adventure is only beginning.
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been planning this for years. In case of a disaster. They 

say everything is going to be ok. But everything keeps 

getting worse.

I think the world is ending and they wasted their time 

with this plan. I think they picked me because I grew up 

on a farm and can grow plants. I wonder why they picked 

these other people. There are 100 people. 50 men and 50 

women. We are all strangers.
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I will be matched up with someone in this room, but 

who? Here come the babies. Each group of one man and 

one woman will raise 2 children. I think we will find out 

our partners soon.

Later

We are on a bus, but we can not see out the windows. 

Wherever we are going is a secret. I was matched up

My adventure is only beginning.
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with Stanley and we were given a girl and a boy to raise. 

We named them Star and Forest.

Sunday

The bus stopped but we are waiting inside. I am very 

tired, and I can hear crickets. It must be night in the 

countryside. How could this new place save us from an 

Earthly crisis? I wonder if they are going to take us

My adventure is only beginning.
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underground?

Later

I did not sleep. We got off the bus. We could only see hills 

covered in silvery grass and the moon providing enough 

light to see. The men in the suits told us where to go. 

They pointed us to an opening on the side of the hill. I 

touched the grass before I followed the line inside. I had

My adventure is only beginning.
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to say goodbye to the world.

We went down a very steep hill. It was hard and took a 

long time. At the bottom was an underground river. 

There were boats with motors waiting. I asked the boat 

driver if this was also the way out. It was. He told me 

there will be instructions when the time is right. I hope 

they find them and do not get trapped underground! 
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I am writing this as they load people into the boats. I 

hope they don’t see me.

My adventure is only beginning.

The journal ended there. Lina and Doon just sat there and 

thought about what happened to the woman. They wondered 

how her journal got left for them to find. What was the disaster 

that happened? Their new world looked too beautiful for a 

disaster. 



Lina and Doon started to think about how to save the rest 

of Ember. They started looking and searched all over the hills. 

They got very hot and dirty looking. The fiery circle got higher 

and higher in the sky. 

When it was straight above them, they took a break in the 

shade. “Hey, look at that. Is it a road?” Lina was pointing as she

Chapter 20 Part b

Looking for 

Ember
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Adapted: The City of Ember

spoke. There was a gray line with green on both sides. It was 

very far away. 

Then there was a noise behind Lina and Doon. They turned 

to see a reddish-orange furry animal with a big bushy reddish-

orange tail. The tip of the tail was white. It was the same size 

as Poppy. 

Lina and Doon watched as the animal sniffed the ground all
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around. Then it ran to a pile of leaves. When the animal looked 

back at Lina and Doon, it stopped moving. Then it turned its 

head, picked up a round purplish thing, and ran back between 

the giant, hard, brown plants with leaves at the top.

“That was the most amazing thing I have ever seen!” Doon 

said to Lina. They were both amazed at how beautiful that 

creature was. They had never seen anything like it before. 

Poppy woke up a few moments later.  
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As they explored, they found more of those purple things. 

“If it was ok for that thing to eat, maybe we can eat it too?” It 

looked like the pictures of peaches on the cans in Ember. Except 

these were purple. Doon picked one off a plant and cut it open. 

They each tried a bite. It was very sweet and very good!

When Doon, Lina, and  Poppy were full, they wiped their 

sticky faces and dried off their sticky hands. Then they kept
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exploring. They walked up a hill through pretty flowers. Here 

they found a dent in the hill. In the deep dent was a crack.

Lina could barely squeeze through. Next went Poppy. 

Finally Doon squeezed in. As they started to walk, Doon lit a 

candle because it was too dark to see. They crept along the tight 

path for a little ways and then stopped. In front of them the 

path ended. There was nothing there but dark open air.
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They leaned over the ledge and checked if they could see 

anything. They were in a gigantic cave that was filled with 

darkness everywhere. Then they noticed something. Way, way, 

way, way down it looked like a cluster of lights. It was Ember. 

“Ember is at the bottom of a very very deep hole.” Lina 

said. “Do you think they can see us? See our candle?” But Lina 

knew they were too far away. 
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Then she had another idea. “We can send them our note!” 

They took it out. Lina added to the top. She wrote they had 

made it to safety. That everyone needed to go to the Pipeworks 

now before the light went out forever.

Lina and Doon put the note on top of a rock. They wrapped 

the note and rock in Doon’s shirt. Lina took a deep breath then 

threw it as hard as she could towards the middle of Ember.

Moments later in Ember, Mrs. Murdo was walking. She felt
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sad because Lina and Poppy had disappeared. Nobody knew 

where they went. Just then a bundle fell on the street in front of 

her. She walked over and picked it up. “How weird.” Mrs. 

Murdo thought. She began to untie the shirt.
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